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husbandes deceyve theyr wyves: but if I shulde do so, I
shulde shewe mo subtyll poyntes of deceypt, than eyther of
them knewe of before. And therfore me semeth beste to
holde my peace, lest I shoulde do as the knyght of the
toure dyd1.
13     JEALOUSY AND REVENGE
The Kmgkt of La Tour-Landry, E.E.T.S., 1868, p. 23. Physical
violence is taken for granted almost everywhere in the Middle Ages, and
in all classes of society.
/ wille sate an ensaumple that it is an euelle thinge
to a woman to be in jetousie.
Ther was a gentille woman that was weddid to a squier,
and she loved hym so moche that she was jelous over alle
women that he spake with; for the whiche he blamed ofte her,
but it was never the beter. And amonge other she was gelous
of a woman that hadd a gret and an highe herte; and so on a
tyme she reproved that woman with her husbonde; and she
saide she saide not true; and the wiff saide she lied. And they
ranne togedres and pulled of[f] alle that ever was on her hedes,
and plucked eche other bi the here of the hede right evelle.
And she that was accused, caught a staffe, and smote the wiff
on the nose suche a stroke that she brake her nose, and that
al her lyff after she hadd her nose al croked, the whiche was a
foule mayme and blemesshing of her visage; for it is the fairest
membre that man or woman bathe, and sittithe in the middille
of the visage. And so was the wiff fouled and mayraed alle
her lyff, and her husbonde saide ofte to her, that it hadde be
beter that she had not be jelous, thanne forto have undone her
visage as she hadd. And also for that defoulyng of her visage
her busbonde might never finde in his herte to love her hertly
as he dede before, and he toke other women, and thus she lost
his love thorugh her jelosie and foly.
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